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Abstract. This paper explores the development of empathy in early childhood, examining its roots 

and progression. Through observational studies and parent interviews, the research identifies key 

stages and factors influencing empathy development. The findings emphasize the role of familial 

environment and early social interactions in nurturing empathetic behaviors, offering insights for 

parents and educators. 
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Introduction 

Empathy is a fundamental component of social and emotional development, emerging in 

early childhood. This study investigates the development of empathy, focusing on its origins 

and progression during the early years. Using observational studies and interviews with 

parents, we identify critical stages and influencing factors in the growth of empathetic 

behaviors. Our findings highlight the significant role of family environment and early social 

interactions in fostering empathy. Understanding these elements is vital for parents and 

educators aiming to nurture empathetic individuals. This research provides valuable insights 

into the developmental processes that contribute to empathy, emphasizing the importance of 

supportive environments in early childhood. 

This is a preliminary version. To read the full version of the article, please purchase a 
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